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What’s New?
In the words of

Luc Turlan (Children’s Illustrator)

Alain PICHON
President of the Vienne County Council
There’s an undeniable drive for development and prosperity in our region despite
the unforeseen, abrupt and unprecedented global, health and economic crisis.
The Vienne County Council, confronted
with this sudden, brutal situation is giving
its full support to all the tourist professionals and operators and those who work
within the tourism sector, providing financing for a new Tourism Relaunch Plan in
2021 to the tune of €480 000.
Driven by an ambitious, visionary policy
focused on the value of our natural
resources, our historic sites, characterful
accommodation and additional financing
of great building projects, our region is
committed to the tourism sector, which
is a vital factor in attracting people to the
Vienne.

An alternative way
to explore the Vienne

Bring your child’s
dreams to life
Castles

for Princesses and Knights

A World
of Emotions

The Futuroscope Development Plan:
Futuroscope Arena and Historial Poitou
(interactive museum), is all taking shape
under this new financial initiative and
is now coming to fruition with the introduction of a regional scheme linked with
walks for “gentle mobility” or slowerpaced walks under the title of “Outdoor
Sports in the Vienne” which favour slowpaced tourism and sporting activities.
Looking forward, by believing more than
ever in the quality of our know-how and
the diversity of our heritage, highlighted
by everyone who is fully invested in this
success, we will overcome this colossal
challenge. The region is committed to
continuing to offer original, enriching
experiences adapted to demand and in
harmony with the territory, in order to
continue to attract, charm, entertain and
seduce visitors.

Secrets Revealed

Welcome to the heart of our extraordinarily unique La Vienne region.

to ensure a peaceful stay
in the region

Let’s Go Out
Yummy!
Shop Locally
my shopping list

Useful addresses
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PORTFOLIO

On the way to Aslonnes
A pathway snakes its way
through fields bordered
by hedgerows.
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PORTFOLIO

Through the lens of

PUSH, created by photographer and
filmmaker Benjamin Doe, began
life at the beginning of the 2000’s in
digital art, then as the years went by,
began to move towards photo and
video. For several years, he accompanied professionals, in particular,
tourism and motor cycling, both in
France and abroad, before leaving
the profession to concentrate fully on
his passions and amateur projects.
For him, the Vienne has always been
a playground for experimentation.
@pushoumup

1001 Lakes
One lake among thousands that make up the Pinail
National Reserve, a landscape of ever-changing
heaths throughout the seasons and home
to thousands of different species.
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PORTFOLIO

Under the stars
Photographers and stargazers
make the most of the beautiful
night skies and the Milky Way
as seen from the Vienne.
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PORTFOLIO

The wildlife observatory at St Cyr
A Kingfisher photographed from one of the observation huts
at the ornithological reserve at St Cyr lake.
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Winter sunset over Poitiers
Pont Neuf on the left, Sainte-Radegonde church
to the right, cathédrale St-Pierre in the background.
One of the most beautiful views of the town.
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WHAT ’ S NEW?

Terre de Dragons

(The Land of Dragons),

guaranteed chills
and excitement!

In Civaux, Planète Crocodiles (Crocodile Planet) has
given way to a brand new experience made up of
some extraordinary adventures and encounters:
Land of Dragons. The visitor is the main character
in this walk-through adventure which is entirely
set up for an immersive experience
In the midst of 10 000 m2, you’ll
forget you’re in Poitou. You start
the adventure in a 5000m2 area
inside a bioclimatic dome. You’ll
really feel like you’ve entered into
the heart of Dragon Land. Next
you’ll follow a succession of cleverly engineered trips back in time
and space: Walk above alligators
and caimans, meet strange animals, come across mysterious
lights and sounds…..2 and a half
hours will go by so fast!
This is a mission for explorers. Professor Sheppard has mysteriously
disappeared, his granddaughter
needs your help to f ind him.
Collect the clues, find the correct
answers to the riddles and feel a
little scared knowing that you’re
completely safe during this
interactive paper chase that will
charm your big kids and amaze
your little ones.
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Land of Dragons – an unforgettable family adventure! To begin
with, you’ll answer the questions
we all want to know: do dragons
exist? More importantly, is this
why the Professor has disappeared?
If you’re ready to awaken the great
explorer within you, you’re all set
to solve clues and to shine a light
on the mystery shrouding Professor Sheppard, your unforgettable
passage through Dragon Land
awaits!

Land of Dragons, 300 animals, 1000 plants, flowers
and trees, it’s an eco-friendly
project committed to species
conservation, propagation
and breeding programmes,
sensitive to the fragility of the
earth’s biodiversity and the
mass extinction of animal
species.

Get Ready for
an invasion……!
Magic, adventure, experiences…..in 2021. The Vienne is bursting with
new features. From the four corners of the region, our tourism team has doubled
its imaginative efforts. Their objective? To offer you the ideal getaway
“Musik en suites” - Classical Music
(& much more) is coming to your hotel
From 12th to the 15th of October 2021, around 15 hoteliers from within
the Vienne region are opening their doors to the Haydn Academy musicians. Three times a day, lunchtime, early evening pre-drinks and again
at dinner, talented musicians will perform a concert in one of the hotel
establishments. Classical instruments playing classical pieces from
a musical repertoire. Daft Punk, Metallica and Michael Jackson fans,
among others should expect an impressive surprise. “Musik en suite” is
an occasion to revisit your favourite classical pieces and could entice you
to visit one of your local hotels.

Futuroscope Arena:
time to celebrate
culture and sport

Dreamkeepers
New Evening show
at Futuroscope

It was the only thing missing in
the Vienne. After a thirty year wait,
there’s only a few more months to
go before we can make the most of
this brand new venue.

The keeper of dreams has disappeared, nightmares have taken
over. 22 minutes to the rhythm of
an original soundtrack, you’ll hear
the story of the legendary Sandman and Ada, a young scientist,
together they set off on the quest
of the Dreamkeepers.

The project is a Vienne regional
initiative and will offer a 6000
seat arena for concerts and five
200 seat Basketball sports arenas.
Poitiers Basketball team (PB86)
will play all of its home matches
at Futuroscope Arena. Every year
around a hundred events will take
place here including a show put on
by the Futuroscope team.
Construction is well under way and
Futuroscope Arena is entering its
final building phase and is due to
open in May 2022: we can’t wait!

You’ll plunge into the kingdom of
dreams alongside the legendary
Sandman, you’ll lose yourself in
a fairytale display of 3D aquatic
effects, dancing lights and images
on giant water screens.
Masterful production, stage scenery
and dreamlike décor with a unique
technical system: Futuroscope’s
new outdoor evening show keeps
its promise and so much more!
A breathtaking ending: dreaming
whilst you’re awake is indeed possible!

The Secret of Karmanor, for those passionate about LEGO®
Having trouble keeping your
3-year-old entertained? Get yourselves over to Monthoiron Castle
to discover “The Secret of Karmanor”. In the shadow of ancient
trees, deep in the forest (suitable
path for pushchairs), answer the
clues to discover the magic words.
To do this, 10 forest dwellers nestled in the grass will be your allies
on this treasure hunt and help
you along the way. What’s curious
about these little helpers is that
they are very unique, original and
made from LEGO® bricks.
Immersion in the world of those
famous coloured bricks has been
made possible thanks to the
imposing presence of a giant
XXL Mallard duck, a piece of work
installed by Georg Schmitt and his
team. Well-known in the LEGO®
world by those who are fans of the
television show Lego Masters, on
channel M6. Georg is a judge on
the show and is the only certified
Lego constructor in France.
Standing an impressive 2 metres
wide and 1 metre high, the huge
Mallard duck deserves a selfie!
There’s even a rumour that he
might find a friend for 2021 but
…..shhh, it’s a secret!
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WHAT ’ S NEW?

a wealth of experience
in family getaways
It’s something that we see more and more of in travel
guides – family adventures. And that’s because we read
about it everywhere without really understanding what
it entails. So, here in the Vienne we have decided to
give it its real role by creating a “Family Adventures”
programme.
As well as supporting the people who work in the tourist industry, people who are full of innovative ideas, it’s
a matter of showing that beyond Futuroscope Theme
Park, the Vienne region is a perfect playground for
families. Innovation, quality, safety and sustainability
are the keywords that have, over the past two years,
allowed 17 tourist sites to be at the top of their game.
To experience a family attraction full of emotions and
surprises, follow the marked out route “Expériences
Famille” (Family Adventures), you won’t be disappointed and more importantly, you’ll keep those
memories forever!

Treasure Hunt “The 6 Golden Calves”
at the Archaeological Museum in Civaux
Prehistoric history has even more secrets for you!
Painting, creating statues, art, drawing, whatever
your age, you’ll love this fun paper chase and
exploring the museum!

Mystery Game “The Mystery of the
Lost Knight”
at Ternay Castle

Picture this: a castle, underground passageways
and a search for a lost knight. A full-scale roleplaying game that will take you back in time.

Guided forest walks through the
Moulière Forest with Bain de Forêt
Montamisé

An invitation to be at one with nature and respect
the biodiversity

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Treasure Hunt « Les 6 Veaux d’or »
(The 6 Golden Calves)

at the Archaeological Museum in Civaux.

Clue game “The Mystery of the Unknown Knight”
at Ternay Castle

Guided walk through Moulière forest
with Bain de Forêt
at Montamisé.

A multi-coloured creation

at the stained glass museum, Curzay sur Vonne

Donkey rides – La Belle Année

at Jazeneuil

Investigation “Searching for Professor McSheppard”
at the Land of Dragons in Civaux.

Horse riding for food-lovers

with Elizabth Naffrechoux , Voulême

Hot Air Balloon flights “Family Experiences”

with the Montgolfière Centre Atlantique in Châtellerault

Fun tour of Loudun

with the Loudun Tourist Office

Nature walk around
the medieval town of Chauvigny
with Vélorail in Chauvigny

A remarkable stay
“The Quest for the White Diamond”
at Défi Planet, Dienné

Discover Poitou Charentes and go back in time
at Chez Le Cormenier in Champniers

Monument Game “Save the Réau”

at the Royal Abbey of Réau in Saint Martin l’Ars

Investigation into “Who Stole the Nightingale?”

at the Montmorillon Eco Museum in Saulgé

Sport obstacle course “In Search of the 5th Element”
at Centre de Plein Air CPA Lathus in Lathus St Remy

A remarkable stay “On the Farm”
at the Farm Centre in Lathus St Remy

Kiddi Cuir – a beginner’s guide
to working with leather

at the Cité des Tanneurs Boivre La Vallée
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Saint Cyr Lake
is not to be missed
The largest outdoor bathing lake in the Vienne is
proud of its European Blue Flag certificate which
certifies the quality of the water. Under the watchful eye of the lifeguards, enjoy the waterslides,
Aquazone and the secure bathing area for younger
paddlers. This Summer, it will even be possible to
fly just above the water thanks to e-Foil. Excitement
guaranteed!

best Spots
to Cool Off
Roc d’Enfer: a little corner of
paradise
There’s no swimming allowed at this natural ecosystem
with a rocky landscape but rather a pleasant walk along the
river, a feast for your eyes. If you fancy a dip, head upstream
to the beach at La Voulzie.

La Bertholière at La Bussière,
in the heart of the Gartempe
Valley
7 acres of wooded parkland in this protected riverside
setting is the ideal spot along the Gartempe river to safely
bathe, cool off, dine at a restaurant or dance outdoors and
enjoy the entertainment.

Crémault Leisure Park,
Bonneuill Matours,
river bathing
Easy access by bike and on the Scandiberic route, you’ll
love this quiet, rural, shady setting near the Moulière Forest.
Building sandcastles and bathing in the flowing waters
will keep your youngest happy while the nearby entertainment will please the older ones among you.

Vounant Park in Vivonne:
an action-packed break
The water’s around 20°C during the hot summer months,
the Clain river offers up some great sports opportunities:
paddle, canoe or kayak, lots of different ways to see the
Clain Valley from the waterways.
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INTERVIEW

In the words of

You arrived quite late to
the Vienne region; how
did you end up here?
I came to the region 40 years ago
after meeting my wife who is a local
“viennoiserie”! At that time, I was a
teacher and my colleagues took me
under their wing. Then, I met the
writer Regine Desforges in Montmorillon, I illustrated two of her books. I
got in touch with Geste Editions who,
at that time, weren’t writing books for
children, and after two front covers,
we created the first Peluchon book
of which the hero is a Poitou Baudet
donkey and then a second with a Poitou goat and a third about a pig who
makes a Broyé de Poitou (*delicious
local shortbread !). The 29th edition is
being released in April and the 30th
at the end of the year. For the last 15
years, this collection has given me
the opportunity to travel all over the
region.

Let’s talk about “your”
Chauvigny.
I live in an old, stone house in the heart
of magnificent, medieval Chauvigny.
My partner and I set up an artist
workshop: “Le Petit Choucas”. I love
it here when the sun is going down
and the stone steps are bathed in a
yellow glow. In the Winter, when we
have a wintry fog, you feel like you’re
in a scene from a film.
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What are some of your favourite
places in the region?
I absolutely love the SCUBA diving pool at the
Aquatic Centre in Civaux, the huge greenhouse
that is Crocodile Planet, soon to become the Land of
Dragons, full of new surprises! At Monkey Valley, I’m
like a big kid! It’s really a lovely region! Wherever you
go, you turn your head and you see a castle or some
medieval streets, like at Morthemer or the fairytale
castle at Dissay. And then you’ve got La Roche Posay
where you can go to be thoroughly pampered….

When you have family visiting you,
where do you usually take them?
Apart from Chauvigny, I’d say Montmorillon with
its beautiful town centre and the cascading steps
down Rue Montbello. Everyone wants a photo on
the bridge over the Gartempe with the view of the
beautiful church and the unique horse and livestock
fair “Foire des Hérolles”. Then we’d go and eat at the
Archives Restaurant in Poitiers (a former chapel)
where you have to use the restroom just to marvel
at the height of the ceiling! Or to the Cul de Paille
restaurant, the only place in town where you can read
the comments written on the walls by former singers
and actors who came to perform in Poitiers.

Let’s talk about food, what are
some of your favourite local products?
When I first arrived here, they made me a Broyé du
Poitou and I said, this is to die for! I love the goat’s
cheese, the Farci Poitevin that I always encourage
our visitors to try. I’m no wine specialist but, there
are some very good wines and beers to try here too.
And the macaroons, a great speciality and perfect for
those who follow a gluten-free diet.

Is it this setting that inspires
your books?
I draw the things that are all around me:
my house, the narrow streets, Notre Dame
church and even Futuroscope which is part
of our local heritage. Even the Marabou
stork, one of the birds in the Giants of the Sky
Show in Chauvigny, became one of my characters – adding “my own personal touch
having him wear slippers!”. Why go so far
away when there are so many great things
here. I should do a book every month, there
are so many things I could talk about!
The artists workshop: Le Petit Choucas
can be found on Facebook
@leptitchoucas.chauvigny

An alternative way to explore

A nature walk, a road trip or a bike ride…the Vienne is perfect for food -lovers,
the sporty types and the adventurer. Find the formula that suits you.
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Ligugé

Paths and Trails
A nature fix to be fully appreciated
Labelled: “Cultural Itinerary” by the
Council of Europe, the “Chemin
de Ligugé” is, above all else, an
ideal nature walk to relax and to
disconnect from daily life
Serious walkers will easily find the departure
point using GPS, for other walkers, a quick stop
at the Tourist Office in Ligugé will give you everything you need to set off on a stroll through
nature, including a guide so that you know where
you’re heading.
In Ligugé, the purists among you who are
searching for a bit of spirituality may start your
walk from the Saint Martin Abbey, the first
Western abbey founded in 361 by St Martin. If
you prefer to set off surrounded by nature, start
your walk from the Domaine de Givray. Once
there, take the steep path that follows the river,
go through the tunnel under the iron railway
and turn left. Several metres along and you’ll
be immersed in nature. The river, the trees and
the birds. Calming, soothing and revitalising the
rhythm of your steps. Despite seeing houses on
the riverbanks, daily life and daily worries feel far
away.
For the more serious hiker, 170km
to Canada-Saint Martin (Indre et
Loire) will take you just 7-9 days. Or
you could even follow the Saint
Martin loop, four different pathways
that meet over a 500km course. An
opportunity to pick and choose
your walk, starting from Ligugé and
discovering the shady paths along
the river or the pebbly paths in the
vineyards of Haut Poitou, the rolling
plains or the forests, not forgetting
the pathways in the heart of Poitiers.
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Food-Lovers
Road Trip around

Wine, cheese, duck, jam, beer, oil…..just some of the quality
products produced by passionate locals: en route for a foodie
road trip around Haut-Poitou!
To start your journey, head to the “far west” of the Vienne. First
stop, just before the Deux-Sèvres in Chalandray, you will come
to a small village on the N149 road. On the left, an oak tree-lined
driveway leads you to Maison Mitteault, a local duck producer
for the past 45 years.
Here the web-footed birds are raised in the open-air on the 17
hectare park/farm and are processed and prepared right here.
Foie Gras, pâté, rillettes, canned, fresh or frozen, there’s
something here to suit all taste buds. And if you can’t decide
then you can leave with a “Food-lover’s hamper”.
In the middle of the village, there’s a marker to show that you’re
crossing the Greenwich Meridian.
You’re now heading to Vouzailles, 10km
North-East.
The vast plains of Haut-Poitou offer
endless views. Vouzailles and its dovecote dating from 1674, Vouzailles and its
treasure: Perle and Pepin Jams. Estelle
Rivaud blends together the magical
flavours of fruit, vegetables, alcohol,
spices and flowers. If you get the
chance, try the “pear and truffle” or the
“Pineau melon from the Charentes”,
recommended by International jam
judging panels. The marvels created
by “Perles et Pepins” are available for
sale at the bakery.
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OUT & ABOUT

From grapevine to goat’s
cheese
Your journey continues along the D24 towards Mirebeau, certain vineyards appear in blocks, typical of this
area, and punctuate the landscape. The sun generously
bathes the clay-limestone soil which makes the melons
(PGI protected geographical indication) grow to fullsize. The same sun provides the perfect climate for the
Haut-Poitou grape varieties. At the Domaine de Villemont, the Bourdier family are fourth-generation wine
producers. They provide a diverse range: white, red, rosé,
special vintage, sparkling and grape juice. A visit to the
vineyard reveals the secrets of the process: from vine to
the finished product.
Fork towards the South this time and head towards a
place called Agressais, in Thurageau.

Opposite each other:
The Oil-mill and the
Brewery
12km due South and our road-trip takes us to
the gateway to Haut-Poitou, Neuville de Poitou.
Here you’ll find the oldest active, oil mill in Poitou. The delicious smell of pressed walnuts fills
the nostrils. After your visit, stop by the shop to
unearth the sublime flavours of pistachio nut
oil, pepper vinegar or vine peach vinegar.
The perfect end to a perfect food-lover’s day is a
stop at the restaurant, La Brasserie de Bellefois,
one of the best artisanal breweries in the region.
The beers are named after certain
famous historical battles: 507, 732,
1356. Discover the menu and enjoy
the Haut-Poitou beer-tasting!

Gilles Turpeau awaits to take you on a tour of his alpine
goat farm and to meet his 650 alpine goats. Discover
the different steps that go into the production of his
sumptuous goat’s cheese. The flavour will awaken your
taste buds!
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A “soft” detour,
soft like Mohair
The farm “Mohair du Poitou Secret”
in Boivre La Vallée breeds Angora goats
and the wool is used to make clothing
An ideal family visit to discover the
complete process from goat to pair of
socks. These are the curly-haired, soft
goats belonging to Isabelle Venier. At
the Bois de Prailles farm, the herd of 40
are pampered by their breeder:
“They are very sociable, easy to
approach, caress and pet. We have a
very strong bond with our goats, we
keep a close eye on them in order to
ensure the quality of the wool.”
Their Angora fleece sheared twice a year produces
mohair wool, from the Arabic “Mukayyar” (only the
best is selected). Isabelle collects around 200 kilos of
this quality wool and sorts it by hand. Once it’s been
spun, it will be knitted into blankets, scarves, jumpers
and gloves…among other items available in the shop
certified with the “Mohair from French Farms” label
which is a quality guide for the exceptional properties
of this wool.
It’s possible to visit the farm by making an appointment. Isabelle will happily show you around, where
the goats live, how they are raised and when they
like to frolic in the fields. You’ll also learn about their
medication, their favourite music, essential oils and
their osteopathic treatments. They’ll certainly come
over for a cuddle, these pampered princesses just
love it!
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OUT & ABOUT

Cycling among
the vineyards
and the local gems
The Vienne has many
marked cycle routes
on offer which wil
satisfy both the avid
cyclist as well as the
family bike ride

The departure point for this bike ride is at Châlons in the commune
of Saint-Léger-Montbrillais (15km from Loudun), signposted with a
coloured emblem, on the car park where there’s a giant 5m high sculpture made of 2005 glass bottles, which clearly indicates that we are in
wine country!
All wines from the region, white, red, rosé, sparkling, form part of the
protected designation of origin “Saumur Vienne”. To find out more
about this region and the people who live here, you just need to follow
the signs marked with vine leaves.
Hands firmly on the handlebars, head towards Pouançay.
Sometimes the hilly roads
mean you’ll have to step up
the pace but the views of the
vine-lined hills highlighted by
the traditional stone buildings
makes it worth the extra effort.
It’s in the soft stone that for centuries men have dug monumental cellars like those of the
Domaine du Grand Clos or that
of Isabelle Suire who invites
you to stop off and taste their
wines. On the vineyard circuit,
you’ll be spoilt for choice, six
winegrowers passionately
showcase their profession and
their products, some of which
are award-winning. Children
are not left out of the fun as
they are offered a refreshing,
sparkling grape juice.

Not to be missed in Pouançay:
The stunning unique sundial
in the region on a church
façade. The circuit that leads to
Saint-Leger- de- Montbrillais
is lush and vibrant: a viewing
table laid out on the remains
of an old mill, an old-age forest
and an old house. The château
de la Rouvraye in Berrie with
its Renaissance façade sits
proudly above the vineyard.
On the rest of the route, which
is considerably flatter, you’ll
pass right in front of Center
Parcs. It’s not the end of your
discoveries however, plenty
more to see and do…. fountains,
dolmens and natural water
springs.
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Bring your
child’s dreams
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In the Vienne, you can meet all
sorts of animals: furry, feathered, scaly. You can run around
chasing treasures, travel back in
time, discover all kinds of things
and be amazed. You can dress up
as a princess or a knight.
And when night falls, you can
sleep in the trees, on the water,
on wheels or in a giant hen!
Goodnight and sweet dreams….
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FAMILY

Treasure Hunts:
Outdoor
Adventures
Follow the paths, discover the clues, take the time
to think and you’ll surprise yourself: treasure hunts
which can be found all over the region are a great
way to share some amazing moments.
Inside every child there’s a hero waiting
to escape and go on an adventure.
In every adult, there’s a child inside
wanting to dream again
We’ve come a long way since the days when parents had to
force their children outside to go for a walk amid their protests!
This was long before Poiz appeared, the little characters who
star in the Terra Aventura pop up all over New Aquitaine. Terra
Aventura is a free downloadable application which helps you
search for geocaches.
In the Vienne, there are 32 of these trails
available, thanks to the free application.
Zarthus, Zouti and Zeroik and their Poiz
friends are your fun guides throughout
the varied themes (nature, history, local
heritage).
With your smart phone in hand, it will
lead you “on the wondrous path” in
the forest of Vouillé. By following the
compass and filling in the magic scroll.
You’ll help to free the fairy Merveille from
an evil spell by exploring the trees and
many other surprises on the way.
Another forest, a different atmosphere:
in the Givray woods in Ligugé, it’s possible to begin an orienteering course.
Racing around surrounded by nature,
what could be better?
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An alternative
way to discover
the Vienne
After cleansing the body, you must now
feed the mind.
That’s what your children can do by setting off in search of “Leonard’s Treasure”
at Monthoiron Castle. Dressed up in
Renaissance style, they’ll solve clues as
they wander around the park. For the
youngest, from 3 years old, ten clues
will help them to discover the “Secret
of Karmanor” in the fresh air under 100
year-old trees.
The time machine takes you back to
trace your Viking ancestors and discover Poitiers in a fun way. Viking horned
helmet, snack and photo included!

Two Treasure Hunts
dedicated to sharing
and discovery
The Loudun tourist office promises
a fun, interactive visit of the town
which will need all of your senses. At
the Eco museum in Juillé, aspiring
Sherlocks must prove insight into
“Who Stole the Nightingale?” a picture by a famous, local artist.

The Tourist Office in Poitiers suggests a
detective world “Speciality in Danger”
or “The Mic Mac of McCornac”. A 90
minute investigation which immerses
you in the town centre, great for children, teenagers and adults.

Something for all
tastes
If you still want more, the Adventure
Game at Parc de la Belle in Magné leads
you down through 20 000 plants, trees
and flowers in a pathway of riddles.
The Archaeological Museum in Civaux
is counting on each of your creative
talents to retrieve “The 6 Golden Calves”
meanwhile the Adventure Game at
Défi Planet launches an investigation
into the search for the White Diamond.
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FAMILY

Incredible encounters
with animals
With moments of
closeness which help you
to grow and encounters
that open up new worlds,
animals offer enriching
experiences for children

Monkey Valley:
Antics and Learning
Everyone has their favourite among the 34 species that roam the park in
semi-freedom. The stars of the park: 17 Bonobos are great acrobats. It’s
the only place in France where you can see this species. The number of
tightrope walkers among the Mamosets and the Lion Tamarinds or the
Pygmy Marmosets (weighing only 125g on the scales) have no reason
to be jealous.
A cry rings out through the forest. A sudden expression perhaps from a
male looking for a female. It’s easy to tell them apart, Monsieur is black
and Madame is blonde!
Shh! It’s time for the gorilla’s afternoon nap. The disapproving look from
the Giant Silverback is enough to keep the hecklers quiet.
It’s a moment of calm too for the group as it’s grooming time. The
Lemurs relax with a spot of sunbathing while maybe thinking about
their Madagascan homeland.
Feeding time is the best occasion to learn more about the lives of the
450 primates. The animal keepers love to share their passion for the animals and to explain to the public the dangers faced by certain species.

A super day out with
the family and plenty
of photos to take
and memories
to be made.
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Horse Riding
or Dog Walking
Time for a walk or to become a sled-dog
driver. Set off on a sled pulled by dogs or pick
up the leash and go walkies.
Perhaps you’d prefer trotting along at a
donkey’s pace?
La Belle Ânée offers a couple of hours walking over a couple of days to be shared in the
charming company of our big-eared friends.
Food-Loving Families:
You have a rendez-vous
in Voulême
Big or small, everyone loves a horse or
pony ride, through fields, woods and
alongside riverbanks. Stopping for a
lunch break to taste some delicious local
products. Good times to share.

Love of the Exoticism
between sky and land
The Giants of the Sky invite you to their aerial
ballet and the amazing medieval Chauvigny
is their backdrop. Flying from tower to tower
you’ll experience the virtuosity of the falcons, the
nonchalance of the vultures, the graceful storks
and the colourful macaws.
The land that we invite you to
discover belongs to the dragons
at Civaux!
While trying to find out if dragons exist, discover a tropical ecosystem. Alligators, crocodiles and Caimans hold the secrets. Look out
because you could find yourself nose to nose
with a 50 metre long dragon!
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A Night sleeping
in a cabin
to reawaken the child inside you
Are you ready to switch off from the daily
grind? Experience a night in a cabin, in the
trees or on a lake being lulled by the lapping
of the water. Sleep in a yurt or a safari tent
like a true adventurer. You’ll be spoilt for
choice but you’re guaranteed a change of
scenery!
Sleeping in a tree house under the light of the moon is a
child’s dream that you can make come true at Parc de la
Belle in Magné. In a 12 hectare wooded park with a vast
variety of trees and plants, 15 tree houses are just waiting for
you, sleeps two or more people.
Even accessing your cosy, tree top nest is an adventure: ladders, monkey bridges…these charming tree top getaways
are equipped with only the basics….no water, no electricity
– just a cosy nest. By candlelight, cut off from daily worries,
time seems to stand still. Tucked up warmly in bed, you’ll
have only sweet dreams to the tune of rustling leaves, hooting owls and the night sounds of the forest.

Be at one with nature
And what fun to have breakfast on the terrace at one with nature, high up in
the trees. After an experience like this, you’ll definitely want to come back!
How about Center Parcs?
As well as the cottages, you can also make the most of a magnificent cabin
in the heart of the forest. A wonderful view and the magic are identical,
whether it be from the terrace of a cottage or the tree tops of a cabin.
Equally as original, Défi Planet at Dienné, is full of imagination and offers
you the opportunity to experience something you’ll never forget in a
surprising environment.
Widely considered to be the first unconventional holiday village in France
to offer tree top lodges in the style of a manor house.
And for those who are less keen on heights, back on solid ground, why
not try the incredible little houses in the shape of rabbits, snails, hens or
troglodytes, maybe even an old-fashioned gypsy caravan?
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A yurt with a ringside
view of the cows.
The farm information centre
in Lathus brings you back to
the time of yesteryear and
holidays down at the farm.
In a yurt set up amid the fields,
your neighbours will be the
cows belonging to Violaine
and Laurent Bardet who will
reveal of the secrets of their
cheese production and daily
life with cows!

On your own
desert island
If you’re not tempted by the treetops or the land, how about on the
water?
In that case, head to the Floating
Village at Pressac. As soon as you
arrive, the mood is set for you to
discover one of the 22 floating
cabins set in 6 hectares of natural
lake. You’ll sail gently over to your
island and then, once you’re on
dry land on your wooden terrace,
total magic! In Robinson Crusoe
style, you’ll rediscover the simple
pleasures: contemplating nature,
listening to bird song, or doing
a spot of fishing. At sunset and
sunrise, the landscape renders
itself unforgettable.
And if the aquatic world isn’t for
you,
The site also has Af ricaninspired lodges and safari tents.
A change of scenery and nature
guaranteed!
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Let’s Go Back

Ready to go back 15 000 years in
history? The time machine is activated
and ready for a fun, experimental
discovery of the world
We find ourselves in the Magdalenian period under
a rock. Welcome to the Roc au Sorciers (Witches
Rock) at Angles sur l’Anglin. The former inhabitants
of this place sculpted a 20 metre long frieze. Bison,
big cats, horses and Ibex, around thirty animals are
represented in the sculpture, reminiscent of the
caves at Lascaux.
Immerse yourself in this experience at the Educational centre and learn to understand prehistoric life
better.
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A Fun tour of the Gallo
Roman period
The Archaeological Museum in
Civaux offers a family treasure
hunt. “Les 6 Veaux d’Or” (6 Golden Calves). Recommended
for big or small, you’re all invited
to join in with all of the fun
things to do in Civaux. Solve the
clues surrounding the sanctuary and Roman Baptistry and a
swimming pool, first used by
the early Christians. You’ll visit a
church that’s among the most
ancient in France!
A short tour of the Merovingian
necropolis, unique in France
with its 90 metre enclosure,
uniquely made up of a sarcophagus lid. A number of
objects that were found inside
are displayed in the museum.

Other remains of the Gallo Roman era to discover,
the Mirandes Towers in Saint Martin-la Pallu,
dating from the 1st to the 3rd century.
During their visit, the kids can try their hand at
archaeology, pottery, mosaics and sculpture.

The treasure hunt trail is dotted
with craft activities. Children,
alongside their parents can
express their artistic side with
painting, sketching or engraving.
It’s time to put everything
together to try to answer the
clues to solve the puzzles and
find the treasure.
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We’ve arrived in the Medieval Era
The first port of call is the “Sistine
Chapel of the Romanesque era” as
it was called so by André Malraux.
He was referring to Saint-Savin
Abbey, one of 45 UNESCO World
Heritage sites in France! A digital
companion will accompany you
through the middle ages.
Virtual reality, using a tablet and
headphones is the best way to
experience the history of this
place and to be taken back in time
to a reconstruction of a painter’s
workshop, and transport you into
the heart of thousand year-old
paintings. You can also relive a
typical day in the life of a monk.
There’s a special animated video
activity for kids with a challenge to
overcome.

Let’s head to Lavausseau where, back in the 11th century,
25 tanneries lined the banks of the river Boivre.
La Cité des Tanneurs offers the chance for children and families to
make their own personalised key ring from “vegan” leather in one of
their fun, hands-on workshops: “Kiddi Cuir.”
Stained glass windows also first appeared in the Middle
Ages but fit nicely in the contemporary era.
This is what you’ll learn at the Musée du Vitrail (Stained Glass Window Museum). At the hands-on workshop “verre collé” you can let
your creative juices flow!

Leaving the Middle Ages behind
The story is told riverside, on board the Jehan Martin. So much to learn
about the flora and fauna all along the riverbanks, the swans, the coypu,
the dragonflies, the history of the river and the loads it carried: wood,
stone, slate right up until the 19th century, as well as learning all about
the mills that were in operation around Châtellerault.

And that brings us into the 20th
century at Le Cormenier.
On the agenda, a multisensory visit to little
Peter and his Poitou family. Warm yourselves by the camp fire or peek inside the
schoolhouse…..relive the post-war years
and the upheavals of daily life as well as
the wonder of new inventions!

This whistle-stop tour of the
Vienne has fast-tracked you
through 15,000 years and you
haven’t aged one bit!
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With their high towers and the power
that inhabits their history, castles
intrigue all of us, whether they are
big or small. Different styles, different
uses, no two are the same: they all
delight their visitors

fit for a Princess
or indeed a Knight
in shining
armour.
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Right in the centre of Poitiers itself, the
Palace of the Duke of Aquitaine is a fine
example of medieval, civil architecture
You need only push open the door
to find yourself in an immense room,
50 metres in length, decorated in
the 12th century Angevin style of the
mistress of this place: Eleanor of Aquitaine. An enlightening display of this
forerunner of feminism, a lover of the
arts and at the same time, Queen of
both France and England.
The dungeon, called the Maubergeon
Tower was entirely converted into a residence by Jean de Berry in around 1400.

Eleanor of Aquitaine also brought her influence to
bear upon the protection of the foundation of the
Royal Abbey ‘La Réau’.
In the heart of the countryside, close to Saint Martin l’Ars,
this spectacular collection of 11th century monuments lend
themselves nicely to the interactive monument game “Save
La Réau”. This intrepid investigation game, lasting 80 minutes,
brings to life the 1372 siege by the English during the 100 Year’s
War which left its mark upon the abbey. Armed with a belt full
of gadgets, will you be the one to save the La Réau from the
flames of its enemies?
Mightier than the sword is the expression that you come across
at Orme Castle. This lavish countryside residence was witness to
the climax of the moment in the 18th century when the Count
of Argenson, minister of Louis 15th, invited there, a circle of intellectuals: Voltaire, Hénault, Rousseau, among other enlightened
souls.
The current owner has a passion for antiquities and works of art
and has restored it to its former glory and we can marvel at the
architecture, the sumptuous furniture of the era while counting
the exceptional number of rooms.
In the 60 metre long light gallery, the magnificent tapestry
depicting “La Fontaine’s Fables” will be the focus of a show in July
celebrating four hundred years since the birth of the poet.
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Reworked in the 19th century by the unruly imagination
of its owners, the Mothe-Chandeniers is an architectural
madness in a romantic style.
All the epochs rub shoulders, in an eclectic uninhibited
style that enchants. Nourished by the ashes of the fire, a
free but benevolent vegetation, gradually marries the
castle and restores it to life.
Thus, a maple tree escapes through a mullioned window,
stretching its neck towards the light in a stirring gesture.
Let’s do away with science and reasoning at the
castle of La Mothe-Chandeniers. Surrounded by
shimmering waters, the house languishes like a
beautiful bird in a birdbath.
Divine in spite of its scars: In 1932, a fire ravaged
its roof, leaving it like a hollow shell, but with its
facades still well encased on their medieval foundations. And what a facade!

This poetic blend between the stone and nature has restored the Mothe-Chandeniers Castle famous throughout
the world and it’s been saved by its co-owners. Thanks to
the Dartagnan Financial Project, around 25,000 donators
co-own the castle.
You too can fall in love with this place on your very first visit.
You have been warned!

the Chivalrous
Embracing the landscape between the
Poitou and the Loire Valley, Ternay Castle
combines panache and refinement.
An amazing visit that is completed in
an underground puzzle game. The
soul of the knight Bertrand of Beauvau
continues to haunt the walls of Ternay.
A passionate hero, he built the castle in
1439 to offer it to his beauty. He was also
a diplomat who spoke six languages, he
sealed, for the King of France, the end of
the 100 Year’s War. Not bad for a chap
who almost lived to be a hundred years
old!
As for his magnificent home, you can
follow Loïc of Ternay, the owner, whose
humour and numerous anecdotes are a
big hit. We like to decipher the tapestries
of Aubusson, “the comics of the 17th century”, as well as place bets on a vintage
pin-ball game and see “the jukebox of
the 19th century”. Above all, stop in front
of the richly sculpted decoration of the
inner courtyard with gaping mouth
while admiring the chapel. Exceptional,
Gothic jewel. Here too, humour finds
expression in the facetious talent of the
sculptors who Bertrand de Beauvau
brought from Italy.

Who can save the knight?
A game of riddles: “Who is this Knight?” is an available option.
The game begins at the foot of the imposing dungeon, in the
moat which protects the castle from attack. Here a knight
has fallen from his horse and is so confused. He’s forgotten
his name. This poor chap needs some assistance to find his
identity. By chance, there’s an underground warren of tunnels
dug into the rock …….to solve the mystery of the language that
distinguishes the knights when they are in battle. A generous
soul, the good knight will never forget to reward those who
have helped him.
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A World of

Strong and intense at several
metres up in the trees or while
launching into a dizzying angel
jump. Spectacular and hairrising in a free-fall simulator or
heading for Mars….Suave and
relaxing in sumptuous spas, by
joining forces with the forest or
by floating in a hot air balloon.
The choice is huge for you to try
spicy experiences or zen, unique
emotions guaranteed!
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That sliding feeling at the Water Ski
Park at Moncontour
Calling all amateur water skiers. The water ski park at
Moncontour is waiting for you.
In a wooded spot, the superb 10 hectare Gué du
Magne Lake is equipped with a surprising number of
cables and wire ropes like a ski lift that allows you to be
towed around the lake in an environmentally-friendly
way.
Whatever your level: budding rider or more experienced, and whichever option you go for: water
skiing, wakeboarding, wake skating, or knee boarding, laughs a-plenty from the start, and in particular
for the clumsy among us!
The more experienced rider can have a go at tricks in
the air and put on a show.
This Summer, the site is launching its brand new
Pumptrack: a dirt course with bumps and turns and a
closed loop for bikes, skateboarders and roller blades.

Bungee Jumping at Le Vigeant

A Giant Catapult

Try to imagine yourself 47 metres up looking down into emptiness. Like
a bird, you take a leap of faith. To experience this exciting, emotional
moment for yourself, head to the Ile Jourdain viaduct. It’s in this magnificent setting that Arbre’So organize bungee jumps.

To satisfy thrill-seekers and adrenalin junkies, why not try the
Giant Catapult?

The big jump is done from a platform on the parapet of the viaduct.
From there the team will attach a harness to you and a strong 70 tonne
resistant elastic to your feet and you’ll dive into an unforgettable experience. Nerves and fear before the jump, give way to an adrenalin rush
as you’re catapulted at an exhilarating 70km speed and experience an
intoxication of floating through the air.

You’ll shoot through the air at
a speed of 70km and be propelled forward 40 metres, firmly
attached to elastic and a strong
winch.
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Defy gravity
and find that
adrenalin rush
ZerO Gravity and: Lift Off!
Who has never dreamt of flying like a bird?
Take the plunge with ZerO Gravity. The only indoor
free-fall simulator in the Vienne.
6 metres high, soar like a bird in a vertical wind tunnel. The dream of flight becomes a reality as you fly 2
metres off the ground.
ZerOgravity, located on Futuroscope’s doorstep,
is open to all ages, from 5 to 105 years, and lasts 2
minutes 30 seconds in two sessions. This corresponds to a fall time of more than two jumps from
an aeroplane of more than 4000 metres. The overall
experience lasts an hour and a half between arrival,
briefing, explanation of equipment and flight, plus
photo and certificate collection.
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Futuroscope Theme Park,
sensation simulator
Alongside these exciting attractions,
today’s best-loved rides are the Raving
Rabbits Time Machine, Dancing with
Robots and Arthur’s 4D Adventure,
Futuropolis or The Extraordinary Journey.
This year, take off with a new Futuroscope
attraction: Mission to Mars. Futuroscope's
first rollercoaster will send you diving
into the depths of its new space training
centre. Do you have what it takes to be
an astronaut?
During the course of an immersive preshow, visitors get close to space travel.
Test your limits and get ready to go on a
mission. Inside and outside you'll experience solar flares, 3D image projection
and electromagnetic fields with speeds
up to 55km per hour. Spectacular special
effects, never before seen in France.
Thrills guaranteed! Awarded the European Star Award for the best rollercoaster
in Europe.

Eye View
Climbing from tree to tree, 15 metres high in total
security, promises a good dose of adrenaline and lots
of laughs
The different adventure parks
in the Vienne have something
for everyone. From the most
ambitious who wish to test their
balance, agility and bravery to
those who prefer a more contemplative sporting experience. All
ages and requirements are catered for, there’s an activity to suit
everyone, and a variety of different
levels of difficulty.
Tarzan rope swings, suspended
rope bridges, monkey bridges,
scramble nets, zip wires…..each
site has its own individuality.

Night visits are offered too at Le
Parc de la vallée des Légendes
(Legend Valley Park)) in Saint
Benoît, Fun Forest in Fontaine le
Comte, Arbre’So in Ile Jourdain
and at Aven’Thuré in Thuré.
The places above are dedicated to
zipwires. Arbre’So has two giant
zipwires, one at 202 metres and
the other 502, zipping high over
the Vienne. At Aven’Thuré, their
42 zipwires make up a total zipping distance of 2,5 km through
the air. Défi Planet at Dienné
invites you to scale its climbing
wall to have a 360° view of the
park.

In Search of the Fifth
Element “Heads and Legs”
As well as its treetop adventures,
there are around 100 different
ways to get the adrenalin
pumping (suitable for 2 years
upwards), the outdoor sports
centre (CPA) suggests a family
experience (suitable for age 6 and
upwards) based on the theme of
the elements.
It’s a clue game on bikes (from
the Sport’s Centre – no need to
bring your own!) and the idea is
that you look for clues that are as
artistic as they are sporty. Some
of the activities relating to the
clues will be hands-on and the
objective is to discover the fifth
element and save the planet.
There’s a pedagogical approach
to the game too since there’s an
explanation with each theme which
has a link to the environment.

39

EMOTIONS

Gentle

Gentle sensations invite you to really be
“in the moment” and at one with nature.
It really does you good

A Family Forest Funday
A magical experience in the forest where the
big kids rediscover their free spirit and the
little ones live in the moment.
Little by little as we become immersed in
the forest at Moulière, we also become more
receptive to our environment. Bellinda and
François offer a range of activities to awaken
the senses: nature treasure hunts, creative
workshops, fun and laughter. Switch off a
little from the world and spend some time
together. Reconnect with each other and get
to know each other again. What an amazing
thing for a young child to hear his Daddy tell
him that he has complete trust in him as he
guides him, blindfolded, along a trail. What a
way to build a child’s confidence!
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Head in the Clouds
The magic of a hot air balloon ride,
floating through the magical skies.
A feeling of freedom and thrilling
beauty as landscapes pass beneath
your basket. Move with the wind at
Montgolfière Centre Atlantique.

Pedalling on the
train tracks
There’s a great way to do something
physical, enjoy a feast for the eyes and
have plenty of laughs. Get yourselves
“on track” for the Vélorail in Chauvigny! All along the rail tracks you’ll see
some amazing views of the medieval
town of Chauvigny, beneath its green
arches.
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The Pleasure of a Spa
A visit to the spa releases our locked
away tensions, raises our spirits and
boosts our immune systems. All
of these are good reasons to treat
yourself to a pampering session

A visit to the spa releases our locked away tensions,
raises our spirits and boosts our immune systems.
All of these are good reasons to treat yourself to a
pampering session.

are made from oak barrels. The body lets go while being
treated during the “chantepleure” ritual, a treatment that
ends in a warm shower, filtered through a medieval utensil
once used in the winery.

Visitors from all over Europe
come to La Roche Posay to make
the most of the therapeutic
waters. This velvet water, combined with the expertise of their
knowledgeable staff means that
the spa can take care of even
hyper-sensitive, reactive skins.

In yet another prestigious place,
the spa at Le Clos de la Ribaudière
promises relaxation in its 15 metre
long leisure pool and its originality
through its use of “ Lyashi Dome”
which is a traditional Japanese treatment which uses an infra-red device
to produce a detoxifying effect.

The spa has been closed for
refurbishment since May 2021
but will open its doors once again
in October 2021 with brand-new
treatments using a neuro sensory
approach.

Let yourself be seduced by some of
the other spas in the countryside like
the Domaine de Roiffe. Using only
organic, French products in their
treatments and afterwards, why not
try the outdoor sauna? The Floating
Village at Pressac also invites you
to try their outdoor saunas with a
view of the horizon, while listening
to the birds sing. Plenty of time to
melt into the pleasing landscape. In
addition to spa facilities, all of these
wonderful places also offer sports
activities, restaurants and country
walks to suit everyone.

A day at the spa is more than
just the spa, it’s also its location.
Inside the park at the magnificent Dissay castle, built by Pierre
d’Amboise (Bishop of Poitiers), the
spa here has been created inside
a 15th century winery. Here the
wine has been turned into water
and the wooden sun loungers
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Revelations of unsuspecting treasures,
rarities, and curiosities to be unearthed.
Something to please those who like to
go through the looking glass and see
how others lived
In 2015, during restoration at the St Pierre Cathedral
(11th – 13th century), a discovery upset the art world.
The uniform approach to painting, which was popular in the 18th century, was actually concealing a 13th
century mural, painted with precious pigments and
depicting four monumental, religious scenes forming an almost unique example of complete Gothic
decoration in a cathedral. Other types of décor are
also visible and are currently being restored.
Another rarity of worldwide fame that you might
miss at first glance is the Cliquot organ, whose three
thousand pipes occupy the gallery 20 metres above
the ground. On account of its authenticity and the
way it has been looked after and preserved, this
magnificent 18th century instrument, still plays today
with the same brilliance and exactly the same tones.
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Notre Dame church is admired
for its exceptional Romanesque
sculptures, however, buried inside
is another secret, a semi-buried
crypt.
Remarkable f rescoes, dating
from the 11th century, adorn the
walls. However, their beauty is
fragile. Visits are not permitted so
as not to upset the atmospheric
balance of the crypt. It is possible
to visit it virtually in 3D though,
thanks to the work of Thorsten
Greve, a photographer of works of
art. You can find the virtual visit
here: www.paoe.f r/NDIgpano.
html
The discovery of these frescoes
in 1945, covered over with plaster,
was a real revelation. Now restored, the frescoes appear in all
their beauty on the curved walls
in their tones of ochres and blues.
The evangelists, Mathew, holding
a book, and John, represented
by an eagle as well as two other
figures and, under the vault, the
paschal lamb.
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The Blossac Theatre in Châtellerault is an Italian jewel. In the
offstage wings, the unknown
world to the spectators where
machinists officiate, we discover
the ingenuity of the different systems that create illusions. How to
make a set appear and disappear,
how to manipulate the pole ten
metres from the stage. Or the
machinists jargon, which traditions should never be broken, and
what’s the meaning of the three
blows just before the curtain goes
up. All of these questions will be
answered during your visit.
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Along a quiet country road, a surprise is waiting:
The Priory Gardens at Laverré, Aslonnes, classed
“Remarkable Garden”.
“My husband designed the gardens and I
dressed them in keeping with their monastic,
ancient place”, says Jeanne Bernard, keeper of
the gardens. Look, touch, smell and taste. Everything is possible here and is even recommended.
Romanesque garden, Renaissance garden, a
herb garden with medicinal plants, a garden with
a one hundred year-old vine. We allow visitors to
drift from one world to another, the ear, cradled
by the sound of running water.
Over time, nature has found its balance here,
between the wisdom of cut boxwood and wild
escapes of roses to the assault of trees. Many rare
species have become acclimatized, the tissue
tree, sparmannia, pearl tree or the first rose in
the world, coming from Tibet. This year, ancient
varieties of vegetables have been added.

The legend
of the golden virgin
Morthemer, a village in Valdivienne
is an historic jewel with a fairytale air
about it. Its castle- like church is also a
theatre of legends. Of which, the most
famous is the Golden Virgin which
has been passed down through the
centuries
Ever since the Hundred Year’s War, the tale is
told throughout the village of the legend of the
Golden Virgin statue and the story that it’s hidden
somewhere, probably underground. In fact, when
Du Guesclin kicked the English soldiers out of the
castle that they were occupying, the story goes that
the men snatched the statue and hid it somewhere,
with the idea of collecting it at a later date.
The locals of Morthemer have been searching for this
famous statue ever since, occasionally the discovery
of a previously hidden tunnel raises hopes. In 2010,
vaulted brickwork behind a house was discovered to
lead down a staircase, close to the castle. The Golden
statue is never far from people’s thoughts.

Reality or the stuff of Legends?
The statue did probably exist because throughout
French history, many objects were known to have
disappeared. However, for the locals of Morthemer
it doesn’t matter, the legend forms part of their local
heritage and is a tale that will always be passed on.
There is another mystery in Morthémer. Whatever
became of the tomb of Jean Chandos, the English
officer who died at the church on the 31 December
1369 after having been mortally wounded at Lussac-les-Châteaux?
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Lyrical Art or Contemporary Music?
Archaeology or Modern Art? By car
or bike? Have you missed family
days out? Why choose just one?
Make the most of everything the
Vienne has to offer!
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Summer Concerts:
Au Fil du Son in Civray
Instead of the traditional Fil du Son, the
biggest festival of contemporary music in
the region after the Francofolies Concert
at La Rochelle, a 2021 version is going to be
organized, in accordance with sanitary restrictions, the last weekend of July.
The festival site, in the centre of the town
of Civray and on the banks of the River
Charente will offer a revised, seated version,
inviting 3000 festivalgoers. The eclectic mix
of contemporary music remains the same
however, according to the President of the
organizing association La Ch’mise Verte: “it
will be a little calmer”… but good times guaranteed!

Soirées Lyriques
in Sanxay
(An Evening of Opera)
30 km to the south west of Poitiers, the village
of Sanxay has, since 2000, welcomed the
third largest gathering of classical music in
France. Now it is firmly fixed on the region’s
calendar. The Soirée Lyriques Festival was
initially a way to promote the Gallo-Roman
site giving the public the opportunity to see
a quality show at accessible rates/prices.
It’s hard to remain unmoved by the magic
of opera under the stars in this extraordinary
setting with remarkable acoustics. With
a different programme each edition: La
Traviata, Madame Butterfly, Aïda. The loyal
crowds return again and again to enjoy these
exceptional evenings.
Already performed three times at Sanxay,
Carmen, a 4-act opera by Georges Bizet is
among the most-performed in the world,
will be installed for three new performances:
August 10th, 12th and 14th (subject to current
restrictions and awaiting government guidelines).
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Entertainment, Emotion and Sharing the Good Times
With these ingredients, expect good times and expect to be won
over by events. 100% Made in Poitou

The Cabaret is
invited to the
Casino

Festival
Les Vacances de
Monsieur Haydn

Located in the very heart of the
spa resort in La Roche-Posay, the
Casino de la Roche-Posay, recently renovated, excites and thrills
its players throughout the year,
between chance and luck in a
modern and refined environment
with slot machines and traditional
casino games. In addition, the
Casino is also an entertainment
venue.

Comfortably installed in their
armchairs in La Roche Posay,
spectators will be whisked away
to Russia, the theme of this 17th
edition. In addition to taking
its audiences to another place,
the festival breaks the codes of
classical music. Here, musicians
wear colourful clothes, concerts
are offered at accessible rates and
sometimes take place outdoors.
To complete this, the programme
is based on a mixture of wellknown composers and more
confidential artists. In parallel
with the big paid concerts, other
scenes are open to amateurs to
allow them to penetrate the classical world.

At this new venue, cabarets are
put on in true Parisian style.
Seated, comfortably at your table,
discover, during dinner, the mixture of charm, delight, feathers,
sequins, songs and dances.
Food is always fresh and local, a
celebration for your plate! An evening at the music hall will leave
you amazed. Access to the casino
is strictly adults only.
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The objective of the organization
for the past 17 years has been to
make classical music accessible
to all. If you’re passionate about
classical music, take note of the
dates: 16th September to 21st
September 2021. Les Vacances de
Monsieur Haydn are waiting for
you in La Roche Posay!

Passionate
about Food Trucks
If you’ve not yet succumbed to
the temptation of food trucks, this
brand-new, young festival may
well make you give in. In the heart
of Blossac Park, Poitiers, 60 food
trucks from all over France, gather
to take part in this festival on the
6th, 7th, 8th and 9th of May.
This event, unique in France on
account of its size, was born on
the banks of the River Clain. Since
then, it continues to grow and aims
to become the largest food truck
gathering, offering quality cuisine.
On the menu, all kinds of local and
international cuisine as well as free
concerts for the whole family.
The extra special element of the
festival is the organiser’s strong
commitment to the fight against
cancer. A personal fight that he
wants to make known to everyone
by donating money every year
from the sale of drinking cups to a
cancer research charity.
So, if a party and a friendly atmosphere is what you’re looking for,
good food, live music and fun times
with friends or family, make a date
in your diary for this festival!

The Vienne: Passionate about

The Vienne region loves to celebrate history, and in particular,
the Middle Ages. Every year it’s the same ritual for the hundreds of
volunteers and artists. They invite locals and visitors to travel back
in time with them to a period of costume, feasts, shows and battle
re-enactments. The “ouch” effect is guaranteed! Two local events
are leading the way in this area. The Medieval Festival in NouailléMaupertuis and the Medieval Fair in Château-Larcher

The Medieval Festival
in Nouaillé-Maupertuis

Medieval Fair
in Château-Larcher

Inspired by the famous Battle of Poitiers, between
the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of France
during the Hundred Year’s War. The Medieval Festival at Nouaillé - Maupertuis is highly anticipated
event by the locals. Marking the beginning of
Summer, it’s held at the end of June and includes a
wonderful Medieval Night Market on the Saturday
and a Medieval Celebration on the Sunday.

Château Larcher is a peaceful village, 20km south
of Poitiers, with barely a thousand inhabitants. For
almost 20 years, on the 3rd Sunday in September, this
peaceful village is transformed into a bygone era as it
hosts the largest and most important Medieval Fair
in the region. Over two days, over 20 000 visitors flock
to the village streets to make the most of the two-day
event and all it has to offer.

Once you pass through the entrance to the
festival site around the Nouaillé Abbey, the
20th century fades to give way to the Middle
Ages. Saturday is a feast for the palate and the
eyes. Sets, costumes, cavalrymen on horseback,
taverns, nothing is left to chance. Let the magic
of the reconstruction do its work.
On Sunday, a free initiation allows the more
adventurous to try their hand at handling
weapons. As for budding troubadours, they
can learn Medieval songs…..all in a traditionally
chivalrous atmosphere.
The festival reaches its climax in a grand final
show which lasts for 45 minutes, bringing
together no less than 150 extras. Visitors will be
amazed by their eyes, ears and even their taste
buds. Expect one important thing: you will come
back next year!

The Medieval Festival in Nouaillé–Maupertuis
takes place on the 26th and 27th June 2021.
Day tariff for Sunday only. Free for under 14’s.

The mood and atmosphere of the
festival is great. The kids will be
amazed by the stilt walkers, trying
to keep their balance! Linger in the
market and take in all of the delicious smells or browse the traders
and admire the craftsmen such as
the glassblowers. One thing is for
sure, there’s something for every
taste! However, it’s not just anyone
who can exhibit here. The ECLA
organization rigorously select the
traders and exhibitors for their
interest and the quality of their
products.
A rigour and a shared passion which
have allowed the event to gain its
letters of nobility!

Medieval Fair in Château Larcher
Dates for your diary: 18th and 19th September 2021

Subject to the necessary government health and safety protocols
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LET ’ S GO OUT !

Museums, Performance Halls,
Industrial wastelands.
Culture is everywhere in the Poitou!
To discover it, follow us!

Le Confort Moderne:
This way artists please!
This former industrial wasteland was
renovated, a little over 40 years ago,
as an artistic and cultural site. In a
single place, it houses a performance
and exhibition hall, a record store,
a fanzinothèque and, the Jazz à
Poitiers association. Here, artists,
works and the public come together
to experience, make and exchange art.
The permanent exhibition: “Archaeology of the Present” brings together
15 works, including the imposing
and colourful mural fresco by visual
artists Sabina Lang and Daniel Baumann which indicates the entrance
to the Confort Moderne. Extend
this parenthesis with a visit to the
fanzinothèque , the largest in Europe
which houses a collection of nearly
60 000 works.

Espace Mendès France :
Scientific Culture is Culture !
Located in the centre of Poitiers, the Espace-Mendès France hosts themed exhibitions. This year it’s
dedicated to scientific culture and invites you to go
back in time to the beginning of our era. Although
few vestiges of the Gallo Roman period remain, the
arenas having been destroyed in the 19th century,
it is nevertheless a significant period in the history
and development of Poitiers. Exhibitions and shows
dedicated to gladiators, visits and conferences will
allow you to better understand this slice of history
from here and there.
“From the Coliseum to the Amphitheatre of Poitiers.“
From April 22nd 2021 to January 2022. Some of the
displays and visits will be available online.
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LET ’ S GO OUT !

The Basilica of Marçay:
the book as a link between the cult
and the cultural
Built in the 19th century, on one of the roads to Saint
Jacques de Compostelle, the basilica at Marçay
houses a museum dedicated to the book. The
permanent exhibition presents a collection of works
from the Gothic (13th, 14th and 15th centuries) and
Neo-Gothic (19th and 20th centuries) periods. The
history of France also finds its place in this museum
with a mention of the law of 1905, known as the law
of separation of Church and State. A visit through the
centuries to an ancient, recently renovated, former
place of worship, which warrants a detour.
At the end of the visit, a browse around the book
shop is essential. New and second-hand books await
you at reasonable prices.

Le Grand Atelier:
Museum of Art and Industry
Housed in the historic arms factory in Châtellerault,
the Grand Atelier offers three distinct exhibition
spaces. Manufactured here for over a century, it is
quite legitimate that bladed weapons have their
place in the museum!
Linked to the industrial past of Châtellerault, the Auto,
Moto, Vélo space offers a stroll among old vehicles.
Here, automobiles, bicycles, parts and accessories
from another era are on display to tell you the story
of land transport.
A final exhibition pays homage to the Chat Noir
Cabaret, founded in Paris by a local lad, Rodolphe
Salis. Posters, magazines and shadowy figures
immerse you in the atmosphere of this famous,
artistic café.

Saint-Croix Museum:
appreciate the art and
regional heritage
With its 1,225, 000 pieces, the collections at the Musée
Sainte -Croix cover all periods from the Paleolithic
(-300 000 years) to the 20th century. Sculptures,
bas-relief, photographs, objects. The Sainte-Croix
Museum welcomes all disciplinary fields, making it
essential to Poitiers.
It’s difficult to make a choice among the emblematic pieces, as they are exceptional by their state
of conservation. Note, however, the extremely rare
marble dating from the Roma-Gallic period and
Athena of Poitiers or the remarkable inscriptions
and sculptures from the Merovingian period. The
focus is on the numerous paintings from the 19th
and 20th centuries, including ten works by Camille
Claudel and five by Auguste Rodin, and on regional,
ethnographic collections.
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Prestigious addresses, popular or gourmet cuisine.
Gourmet Poitou will surprise you as much as it will delight
your taste buds and your eyes!
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Restaurants for a
change of scenery:
Picturesque or fun, thrills or retro. Six bars or
restaurants welcome you in authentic or
extraordinary atmospheres for delightful
or gourmet treats

In Poitiers, if there’s a place where relaxation is standard, it’s the Guingette Pictave,
beside the River Clain. In addition to
snacking on street food or having a drink
with friends, you can laze in a deckchair, see
a concert, play pétanque or take a paddle
board ride.
In a more subdued setting, Les Archives
restaurant is a perfect, gastronomic stopover in the centre of town. A former Jesuit
chapel that became departmental archives
at the end of the 20th century, the building
has been renovated in a chic, contemporary spirit. A few streets further along, stop
at Chez Cul de Paille to savour traditional
cuisine like your Grandma used to make. A
Poitou institution since the 1950’s, the inn
has remained in its original state, thus the
walls are adorned with signatures of personalities who have dined there.
For an equally authentic meal in the
Poitevin countryside, L’Atelier des Saveurs
is a quirky, bric-a-brac restaurant where you
could end up buying the very plates and
table that you’re eating at! Great if you’re
looking for a bargain!

A change of scenery at the Finnish restaurant at the Kotagrill des Farfadets at
DéfiPlanet in Dienné. You’ll rediscover your
inner child over a spicy plancha and some
surprising fun and games at your table.
Finally, while visiting Futuroscope, experience an aperitif 35 metres up in the air
with L’Aerobar. A 4 metre circular pod, a
barman and 12 people with their feet off the
ground! Excitement guaranteed!

1 La Guinguette Pictave

6 chemin de Tison, Poitiers

2 Les Archives

14 rue Édouard Grimaux, Poitiers
Tél. 05 49 30 53 00

3 Chez Cul de Paille

3 rue Théophraste-Renaudot, Poitiers

Tél. 05 49 41 07 35 (reservations essential)

4 L’Atelier des Saveurs

43 place de l’Hôtel de ville, Pleumartin
Tél. 05 49 19 54 89

5 Kotagrill des Farfadets

DéfiPlanet', La Bocquerie, Dienné
Tél. 05 49 45 87 63(reservations essential)

6 L’Aérobar - Futuroscope
Chasseneuil-du-Poitou

Tél. 05 49 49 30 80 (reservations essential)
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YUMMY !

Gastronomic
Poitou at Château de Dissay
Chefs Henri Dupont and
Stanislas Simonet worked
together at the Saint-Fortunat,
Neuville de Poitou and at the
Relais Plaza in Chasseneuil du
Poitou. Both chefs are from
What prompted you to form
the Vienne. They went their
this chef partnership?
separate ways to hone their
Stanislas Simonet: we work well
skills in prestigious eateries.
together. With the professional career
They’re back to work their
he’s had, Henri has acquired knowledge
in cooking that I don’t have and I trust
magic on the menu at L’Ô
him completely.
Dissay with modern, tasty
Henri Dupont: i followed Stanislas’s
regional cuisine
career and I really admire his achieTell us what experiences
have shaped your cuisine?
Henri Dupont : after leaving the Vienne,
I was in the Dordogne at the Relais &
Château, Le Moulin de l’Abbaye in Brantôme, a Michelin starred restaurant with
chef Loïc Lecoin. I later accompanied
him also as his assistant-chef at the
Domaine des Etangs, in Massignac,
in the Charente.
Stanislas Simonet : as for me, I went to
the Côte d’Azur, to the Belles Rives Hotel
in Juan-Les-Pins which was the team
I worked with on the TV show: “Le Meilleur Pâtissier – Les Professionels”. Then,
I continued my career as pastry chef at
Michael Sarran’s two star restaurant in
Toulouse.
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vements. We’ve both grown in our
experiences and then met up again at
a time when we both wanted to return
to our native region and rediscover our
heritage.
Stanislas Simonet : we complement
each other very well. Henri does the hot
dishes and I do the cold as well as the
patisserie.

What are the local products
that you like to work with?
Henri Dupont : without doubt I’d say the
Oil Mill in Neuville. We work with their
famous walnut oil a lot but also with
vinegars and seasoning.
Stanislas Simonet : Bellefois beer also
takes part in our recipes. These are quality products full of beautiful flavours.

		

to Make at Home

We love the “trompe de l’oeil” spirit of this pretty
Chabichou nougat. We expect a sweet delight
but discover the delicious flavour of goat’s
cheese and roasted fruit

Ingredients

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

250g fresh Chabichou
200g pouring cream
3 gelatine sheets
40g walnut kernels
40g whole hazelnuts
40g whole pistachios
40g whole almonds
40g soft apricots
40g dried figs
A pinch of Espelette chili pepper
2 tbsp Neuville Walnut oil
Salt & Pepper

Mix the cream and the cubed Chabichou over a low heat. Whisk until the
Chabichou is dissolved and blended.
Incorporate the gelatine after soaking it
in cold water for a few minutes. Set the
mixture aside. Heat the oven to 180°C,
roast the walnuts, hazelnuts, pistachios
and almonds on a baking sheet for five
minutes. Meanwhile, roughly chop the
apricots and figs. Take the dried fruit
out of the oven and roughly crush them.
Stir the dried fruits, apricots and figs into
the Chabichou cream. Season with salt,
pepper, chili and walnut oil. Mix well and
pour into a silicone mould and leave to set
in the fridge for four hours.
For tasting, cut the nougat to the desired
shape.
This Chabichou nougat can be served
as an aperitif, a starter or as the cheese
course, accompanied by mixed greens
and a walnut oil vinaigrette.
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It’s a pleasure to bring back home memories of Poitou in your suitcase.
Here’s a selection of local products that combine excellence with a true
appreciation of ingredients
Made from local ingredients from the region,
1 The Broyé is 100% natural and made with
ancestral know-how. This large, pure butter
biscuit can be shared by punching it in the
centre.
There are almost as many Poitevin stuffing
recipes as there are Poitevin families in the
region. Each one is sure that their recipe is
the best! DD de Pwatoo 2 agrees!
We encounter the excellence of the region
at the umbrella factory 3 recognized as a
Living Heritage Company, since 1882, it’s
parasols have brought sunshine to our rainy
days.

Antoine and Sylvain combine well-being and
pleasure in their organic, medicinal and aromatic plants. Herbal teas, aromatic blends,
cosmetics etc…. 4 .
The Huilerie Lépine stonewheel has been
running smoothly since 1810 to produce
golden, fragrant walnut oil…. 5 in Poitou,
in addition to salads, it often seasons dishes
with beans.
The names of the beers from the Brasserie
Bellefois 6 refer to the pages of local history.
The blonde beer will meet you on the battlefield at the Battle of Poitiers in 1356. The
Brasserie are competition winners of the
Nouvelle Aquitaine best flavours.

Award-Winning Wines
from Nouvelle-Aquitaine
As a child, Alex spent many
hours in the kitchen with
his grandmother imagining
the “clochettes of Poitou”.
The Poitou bells 7 are nuts that
he roasts and then envelops in
sugar and chocolate.
What better way to understand
fully the heritage of a place
than to taste the beverage
made from its vines? When, in
addition to the grape variety,
the Fié Gris 8 is from Haut
Poitou, it’s a whole country in
one sip!

A tender centre and a firm exterior, the macaroon is crunchy! 9 We love this almondbased dessert, at four o’ clock or any time!
Apple & Raspberry juice 10 . A skillfully
blended mix of apples from South Vienne,
picked only when ripe.
The Sapée beehive is to be found between
the Deux-Sèvres and south Vienne. This
is where the father and son team work to
produce the sunflowers that creates the best
delicate honey! 11

All of these products adhere to the Poitou regional brand,
which promotes and supports local producers.
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Confolens
Angoulême
Limoges

Discover what's on offer at

1 Le Futuroscope
2 zerOGravity
3 La Vallée des Singes
4 Terre de Dragons
5 Château de
Monthoiron
6 La Belle Ânée
7 Ferme Mohair
du Poitou Secret
8 Abbaye de Saint-Savin
9 Center Parcs
Bois aux Daims

32 Forteresse
d’Angles-sur-l’Anglin
33 Tours Mirandes
34 Cathédrale Saint-Pierre
35 Site gallo-romain
de Sanxay
36 Roc d'Enfer
37 Musée archéologique
de Civaux
38 Cité des Tanneurs
39 Balade Jehan Martin
40 Basilique de Marçay

10 Défiplanet’

41 Château des Ormes

11 Les Géants du Ciel

42 Base nautique
de Bonneuil-Matours

12 VéloRail
13 Parc de Saint-Cyr

43 Château de la
Mothe-Chandeniers

14 Eglise Notre-Damela-Grande

44 Théâtre Blossac

15 Bains de Forêt
16 Le Cormenier

45 La Manu
46 Le Grand Atelier

17 ArbréSo

47 Palais des ducs
d’Aquitaine

18 Aven’Thuré

48 Confort Moderne

19 Parc de la Vallée
des Légendes

49 Espace Mendès France

20 Fun Forest
21 CPA Lathus
22 Village Flottant
23 Parc de la Belle
24 Casino La Roche-Posay
25 Spa Source de
La Roche-Posay
26 Fermothèque
27 Randonnées équestres
gourmandes
28 Spa du Clos de la
Ribaudière
29 Spa du Domaine
de Roiffé

50 Musée Sainte-Croix
51 Jardins de Laverré
52 Musée du Vitrail
53 TNM Moncontour
54 Cani-rando Kolyma
55 Latitude Nordique
56 Montgolfière Centre
Atlantique

OFFICE DE TOURISME ET DU THERMALISME
DE LA ROCHE-POSAY
14 boulevard Victor Hugo - 86270 La Roche-Posay
Tél : 05 49 19 13 00
OFFICE DE TOURISME
DE GRAND CHÂTELLERAULT
1 place Sainte Catherine - 86100 Châtellerault
Tél : 05 49 21 05 47
OFFICE DE TOURISME DE GRAND POITIERS
45 place Charles de Gaulle - BP 377 - 86009 Poitiers
Tél : 05 49 41 21 24
OFFICE DE TOURISME DE SUD VIENNE POITOU
2 place du Maréchal Leclerc - 86500 Montmorillon
Tél : 05 49 91 11 96
OFFICE DE TOURISME DES VALLÉES DU CLAIN
1 Place du Champ de Foire - 86370 Vivonne
Tél : 05 49 43 47 88
OFFICE DE TOURISME DU CIVRAISIEN-EN-POITOU
3 rue Pierre Pestureau - 86400 Civray
Tél : 05 49 87 47 73
OFFICE DE TOURISME DU HAUT-POITOU
1 rue Clovis - 86190 Vouillé
Tél : 05 49 51 06 69
OFFICE DE TOURISME DU PAYS LOUDUNAIS
2 rue des Marchands - 86200 Loudun
Tél : 05 49 22 22 22

57 Abbaye Royale
de la Réau
58 Ecomusée
du Montmorillonnais
59 Arena Futuroscope
60 Château de Ternay

30 Spa Château de Dissay

61 Parc de Vournant

31 Roc aux Sorciers

62 La Bertholière
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